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Some screening tools we already have:  

• State sales tax reports (if they are selling 
taxable items, and if/when filed)
• Various state tax monthly reports (such as 
downloads of Schedule FED – if/when a 
Schedule C is filed  – but not useful for 
corporations); and 
• State income tax returns (if/when filed with 
our office) (but not for corporations)



Data Point is a unified database of public 
state information, both summary and detail, 
including:

• Demographic
• Budgetary
• Revenues
• Expenditures
• Local Government comparative



Compiled from multiple state sources:

•Weldon Cooper (demographics)

•Every state college & university 

•Community college system

•Every state agency

•Every state prison, hospital, 
museum, and park

•Courts



Strengths

• Data are accurate, comprehensive 

• Data are not otherwise easily 
available

• Date are public info – no need to 
submit written requests

• Data are easy to download into Excel



Weaknesses
TMI!   Many hundreds of thousands of payments 
every year.

Slow:  Be patient when searching and downloading.

State-Centric: The data are also organized in a schema 
that makes sense to State accountants, but few 
outsiders.   

Cannot search by vendor city or ZIP.



When will I use it?

Useful in some situations, such as:
•Business is known by name; and
•Business is located in my locality; and
•Business may be a vendor to the state.



Example 1.

“I have seen  trucks belonging to a road 
maintenance contractor ; they may have 
situs in my locality.  I don’t know if they 
are reporting correctly, or they may not 
even be licensed at all”



Example 2:

“There is a ‘Consultant’(independent 
contractor such as a consulting lawyer, 
engineer, IT professional, or other service 
provider) located in my locality who may be 
providing services to a state college, 
university, court, hospital, or agency.”



Example 3.

“There is a ‘Vendor’ (a supplier of goods) 
homebased in my locality who may be 
selling goods to a state college, court, 
hospital, or agency.”









State Expenditure Categories

Secretariat: State government is 
organized into 16 Secretariats:  
for example, Finance or Education. 

Agency: every one of about 300 
Agencies falls under a Secretariat.  



• Object: Every payment is described by its 
Object:  Continuous payments, contractual 
services, equipment, personal services, supplies 
and materials, and transfer payments.

• Program: Every payment is also described by 
its Program:  Capital Outlay, General 
Government, transfers between agencies, 
Individual and Family Services, Education, 
Administration of Justice.



Fund: Finally, every payment is classified 
according to the fund or source from 
which it originally came; for example, 
General Fund, Debt Service, or Federal 
Trust.



* If you want to know more about the state 
accounting system, see the 

Commonwealth Accounting Policies and 
Procedures (CAPP) manual at 

www. DOA. Virginia.Gov.  



How to Search Data Point





www.apa.virginia.gov

•Click “Visit the Commonwealth Data Point”
•Click “Search Site”
•Type in beginning of contractor/vendor 
name
•Type in fiscal year
•Click “Search”



Download your results for each 
fiscal year into Excel.   

Remember to convert data to 
calendar year totals for your 
BPOL audit.



Results

Name
Total G/R over 
4‐Year Period

Total BPOL 
+ penalty JCC portion

Other 
Localities' 
Portion

# Other 
Localities

Contractor A  (licensed, reporting 
zero every year) $7,073,928  $12,450  $12,450  $             ‐ 0
Contractor B  (not licensed, 
discovered via vehicle 
registrations) 108,817,039 191,518 38,456 153,062 15







Questions?


