


Title 58.1  Taxation 
◦ Chapter 35 – Tangible Personal Property, 

Machinery and Tools, and Merchants’ Capital 
     



 General classification of tangible personal 
property (classified in separate categories 
for valuation purposes) 

 

 

• Programmable computer 
equipment & peripherals  

 

• Other Tangible PP employed in 
trades or businesses 



 Methods of valuing property: 
◦ different among separate categories 
◦ uniform within each category 
◦ consistent with Code section 
◦ reasonably expected to determine actual fair market value as 

determined by COR 
 

 

 COR can consider “condition of the 
property” (including technological 
obsolescence, if appropriate) 

 

 Frederick County currently has no 
appeals/review of filings for 
medical/computer equipment as the value 
is the same as furniture, fixtures, and 
equipment used in the business.   



 Situs for assessment & taxation = county, district, town 
or city in which property is physically located on tax day 

 
 Tax day = January 1 of each year 



 Taxpayer owning or leasing tangible personal property 
on January 1 of any year          file a return with COR 
reporting original cost 



 Frederick County Business 
Tangible Personal Property 
Return is due annually by 
March 15th (even if no 
change) 

 

 Per Code, if taxpayer fails to 
file           COR enters fair 
market value & assesses 
based on best information  
obtainable 
 



 Frederick County does not break out computer 
or medical equipment into different categories 

FREDERICK COUNTY 
TYPE OF PERSONAL PROPERTY DEPRECIATION PERCENTAGE  2011 TAX RATE 

Business Equipment 
(furniture, fixtures, 

equipment) 

All purchases = 30% of original 
cost 

$4.86 per $100 of assessed 
value 

Machinery & Tools 
(Manufacturer) 

2011 Purchases = 60% 
2010 Purchases = 50% 
2009 Purchases = 40% 
2008 & Prior Purchases = 30% 

$2.00 per $100 of assessed 
value (ONLY for M&T 
equipment used in 
manufacturing / no BE) 

Processors 

2011 Purchases = 60% 
2010 Purchases = 50% 
2009 Purchases = 40% 
2008 & Prior Purchases = 30% 

$2.00 per $100 of assessed 
value (for ALL equipment) 



 Online Filing of Return 
 Frederick County offers online filing at 

www.frederickcountyva.gov/biztax 



List OWNED PP & 
Original Cost 

List LEASED PP & 
Owner Info etc. 



 Subsequent Online Filing 
 Once filed online, return will automatically appear 

with info on prior year’s filing (contact, address, list 
of property etc.).   

 Filers simply review the info, make changes or leave 
as is, and “Finish/Submit.” 
 



Comcast 
Direct TV 
Dish Network 
Verizon 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Digital-tv-box_fr%C3%A5n_Nokia.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Pace_DC757X_cable_box_mod.jpg
http://www.newegg.com/Product/Product.aspx?Item=N82E16882421001
http://www.pocket-lint.com/review/5363/digital-stream-dps-1000-review
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