
Discovery Tools 
How to find new businesses 

while sitting at your desk 



 
 
 

http://www.dpor.virginia.gov/LicenseLookup 

http://www.dpor.virginia.gov/LicenseLookup
http://www.dpor.virginia.gov/LicenseLookup


Choose a specific board, then return to the top enter a 
zip code or name, then click “search businesses” 







http://www.boa.virginia.gov  
 

http://www.boa.virginia.gov/














http://206.113.151.134/attsearch/search.aspx  
 

http://206.113.151.134/attsearch/search.aspx






https://secure01.virginiainteractive.org/dhp/cgi-bin/search_publicdb.cgi  
 

https://secure01.virginiainteractive.org/dhp/cgi-bin/search_publicdb.cgi








http://www.scc.virginia.gov/clk/bussrch.aspx 

http://www.scc.virginia.gov/clk/bussrch.aspx






http://www.abc.state.va.us/ 
 

http://www.abc.state.va.us/














http://www.fedspending.org/ 

http://www.fedspending.org/












http://tfcny.fdncenter.org/990s/990search/esearch.php  
 

http://tfcny.fdncenter.org/990s/990search/esearch.php






http://www.irs.gov/Charities-&-Non-Profits/Exempt-Organizations-Select-Check 
 

http://www.irs.gov/Charities-&-Non-Profits/Exempt-Organizations-Select-Check






Use your locality  
• Ask for procurement or vendor lists from your 

accounting or fiscal affairs department 
• Ask for building permits and zoning approvals 
• Ask your planning department for monthly 

reports of projects submitted for approval 
• Economic development newsletter 
• Tourism website 
• Department of Social Services (assisted living, 

group homes, etc.) 



Think outside the box 
• Chamber of Commerce member lists and newsletters 
• Better Business Bureau (limited search but useful) 
• Coupon books (ValPak, Attractions books, etc.) 
• Job search websites (Monster, Job.com, Craigslist) 
• Facebook, MySpace, etc. (search for Fredericksburg 

VA restaurant) 
• Manta.com  

    (use with caution – good tool, but NOT gospel) 
• SEC – info about publicly traded companies (once 

you have a name) 
 





Personal Property Tools 
• DMV (of course) 
• GIF (small boats, PWC, etc.) 
• NOAA (search Coast Guard records by vessel name) 
• FAA Registry (N-number, serial number, etc.) 
• Virginia Bureau of Insurance (exempt from business 

license, but still need BPP) 
• EPA – tracks certified pollution control equipment 

 
• INVEST IN A CAMERA – I use mine every day!! 



Feel free to call me if you 
have any questions 

Christie Tompkins 
540-372-1004 

crdeputy@fredericksburgva.gov 
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