
CITY OF ROANOKE  
DISCOVERY AND 

ASSESSMENT 
OF 

AIRCRAFT 



SOURCES OF DISCOVERY 
 
• INTERNET/FAA REGISTRY 
• ANNUAL BASED AIRCRAFT REPORT  
• TENENT LIST/AIRPORT LEASEHOLDS 
• OTHER LOCALITIES 
• VISITS TO YOUR AREA AIRPORT 

 



INTERNET/FAA REGISTRY 
 
 
• http://registry.faa.gov/aircraftinquiry/NNu

m_Inquiry.aspx 
• Search by: 

– N-Number 
– Name 
– Make/Model 
– Serial Number 
– State and County 
– Pending/Expired/Cancel Registrations 

 

http://registry.faa.gov/aircraftinquiry/NNum_Inquiry.aspx
http://registry.faa.gov/aircraftinquiry/NNum_Inquiry.aspx


N-NUMBER 
 
• The N-Number or Tail Number is the most 

common way to identify the owner. 
• The Annual Base Aircraft Report is listed by the 

N-Number or Tail number. 
• Aircraft owners typically use the N-number as 

the identifier.  
• Although the N-Number is used as the main 

identifier, it is important that the serial number 
matches. 

 



NAME/OWNER OF THE AIRCRAFT 

• Searching by name (business or 
individual) will provide a list of aircraft 
owned by that taxpayer.  



MAKE/MODEL 

• When using this search tool it is necessary to 
know the exact make and model.  Example:  
Make - Aero Commander; Model - 112. 

• Submitting the make/model information will 
provide a list of all Aero Commander 112’s for 
the entire country by state. 

• Selecting a specific state will provide a list of 
aircraft owners by name, address, and all of the 
airplane information (except cost). 
 



SERIAL NUMBER 

• The serial number must be obtained from 
the owner of the aircraft, or found on the 
registry when using a different search 
option.  

• New aircraft assessments may be 
discovered by searching the serial number 
of an aircraft that was recently sold. 



STATE AND COUNTY 
• Clicking on a state when the map of the United States appears will 

provide the number of planes currently registered in that state 
 
• Entering a specific state and locality will provide a list of the 

following information for all aircraft owners in that locality: 
– N-Number  
– Serial Number 
– Name/Address 
– Manufacturer Name and Manufacturer Year. 
– Model 
– Certificate Issue Date 
– Aircraft Weight 
– Type of Registration 

 



PENDING/EXPIRED/CANCELED 
REGISTRATIONS 
• Clicking on this icon will provide a list of 

all the N-Numbers or tail numbers which 
are pending. 

• New aircraft owners may want to change 
the N-Number/Tail Number to a number 
someone else may already have. This may 
be done once the prior/pending 
registration expires or is canceled.   



Annual Base Aircraft Report 

• Airports are required by Virginia Code section 
LIS > Administrative Code > 24VAC5-20-350 to 
produce the “Annual Aircraft Survey and 
Financial Responsibility” report. This report 
generates an annual physical count of based 
aircraft.    

• Virginia State Code section 58.1-3901 allows 
Commissioner’s offices to request lists of 
tenants.   

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?000+reg+24VAC5-20-350


ANNUAL BASED AIRCRAFT REPORT 

• A written request for the “Annual Based 
Aircraft Report” should be sent to the 
airport in your locality each year.   

• It is necessary to explain how the 
Commissioner’s office will use the 
information.  Example:  audit aircraft 
ownership 

 
 



The report is broken down by the 
following: 
 
• Multi-Engine Reciprocating 
• Multi-Engine Turbo-Prop 
• Multi-Engine Turbo-Jet 
• Helicopter 
• Single Engine Reciprocating 



Within each report it is broken 
down by the following: 
 
• N-Number 
• Make 
• Model 
• Owner 
• Address of Owner 
• Phone Number 
 



REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 
• Assessment methods (book value or cost) may differ in each 

locality.  The City of Roanoke assess aircraft on a percentage of 
original cost. 

   
• To obtain the original cost, we request that the aircraft owner send 

a copy of the bill of sale.  This request is made by phone, e-mail or 
mail.  

 
• If no response, there are two methods that may be used for a 

statutory assessment:   
  -  Aircraft Bluebook Price Digest 
  -  internet (search for pictures, cost, and info of ‘like’ planes to   
     determine statutory assessment. May also use this tool to 

    determine if a cost that is provided by owner is ‘in line’ with 
    average costs for similar aircraft) 

 



AIRCRAFT BLUE BOOK  



Aircraft by Year, Make, Model  
and Serial Number 



Value Comparison the Aircraft 



INTERNET SITES OF INTEREST 
 
• http://airnav.com/ 

– Click on aviation fuel 
– Check local fuel prices 
 
This site provides fuel prices within a 45 to 55 mile radius.   
   
   * In 2011 the City of Roanoke lost several airplanes due to 

higher fuel prices at the Roanoke Regional Airport, and/or a 
combination of higher fuel prices and lease fees for hangers or 
tie-downs at the airport.  

 
  
 
 

 

http://airnav.com/


www.flightaware.com 



Difficulty in proving taxation 
 
• Planes under maintenance 
• Lease -vs- maintenance  
• The airport can determine that 

maintenance on an aircraft can be as 
small as changing a light bulb once or 
twice a week.   



PLANES OWNED BY 
MANUFACTURERS 
• Planes owned and operated by 

manufactures are not taxable. 
• The plane must be in the manufacturers 

name to be exempt.  
• American Woodmark Land II case. 



2008 Audit Results 
 

• YEAR ENDING 
• 2006   

– Individual    31 
– Business  43 
2007 
 Individual  32 
 Business  40 
2008 
 Individual  67 
 Business  55 
2009 
 Individual  70 
 business  51 
2010 
 Individual  71 
 Business  47 
 Business LG planes 1 
  
2011 
 Individual  71 
 Business  45 
 Business LG Planes  3  
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You never know where you will find an aircraft! 
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