


Some of the Major Aspects of Charitable Gaming,
Legal Gaming, lllegal Gaming, and Local Tax Matters

as they Relate to the Office of the Commissioner of

FORMS OF GAMING IN VIRGINIA



Legal / Charitable Gaming Virginia Code

§18.2-340.15
§18.2-340.16

VIRGINIA STATE CODE



ADVANCE SWEEPSTAKES, INTERNET
GAMING, VAPE SHOPS (RETAIL)



WITNESSED ACTIVITIES
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LEGITIMATE BUSINESS ACTIVITY¢
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& ENTERTAINMENT

ENTERTAINMENT TYPE GAMES
(SKILL VS. CHANCE)

~— VIRGINIA SKILL
& ENTERTAINMENT

PLAY HERE - WIN HERE

REAL GAMES OF SKILL !!!

NO OUT-OF-POCKET EXPENSE.

EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY
TO EARN EXTRA DOLLARS
FOR YOUR BUSINESS.

SKILLED PLAYERS HAVE A
BETTER CHANCE OF WINNING. =

“l'l'l,h‘ &‘)‘
PRACTICE PAYS OFF, SO 1 R
PATRONS RETURN MORE OFTEN.

WATCH YOUR FOOD
& BEVERAGE SALES SOAR.

QUEEN OF VIRGINIA SKILL AND
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involves memory. | think theso three el s 1) pattern ition, 2) hand-cy ination, and 3)
memory ave sufficient (o say that skill is the predominant factor in the game rathor than chance,
Accordingly, The Virginia Departiment of Aleoholic Beverage Control will not consider these machines,

CO}\/[MON WEALTH of V!RG][\” A in their current configuration and intended use, to be gambling devices and no administrative charges will

be initiated against any licensee which utilizes the machines on their premises,

Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control
T would like to stress that ihis determination is limited to the aforementioned circumstances and impacts

COMMISSIONERS
JEEFREY L PAINTER CHARMAN 901 HFRMITAGE ROAD
ot Y RAHMOND, VIRGDaA 25261 only potential administeafive charges (hat may be initiated by Virginia ABC. This decision is obvionaly
PR met st not binding on the multitude of other agencies or elected officials that may have jurisdiction in this arena
and reach a different conclusion than thut cited above,
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Tuly 7,2017 1 you have any questions, please do not hesitate to give mo a call at 804-213-4569.
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL Sisely
Joffrey L. McGinness 3
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Nl Gmgulndmu&wy “Thomas W, Kithy
Deputy Chief

Dear Mr. McGinness,
Thank you forymnmmmmnry ing the iety of alcoholic ge licensed establish

in Virginia utilizi games developed by Pace-O-Matic. As we discussed, this pmc
currently being wxdc}y vsed in Pennsy ia (i blisk with alcohalh b
und has been found to be a game of skill by the Court of Common Pleas of Beaver County, Pennsylvania.

We have (k it i the d forwarded ng the Court’s finding in Pennsylvania
and the letter of Mr Guy M. Harbet, 11T of Gentry Locke. Addlhonnlly. we have ﬂaﬂmvhﬁlin
Office of Attorney General to review these documents, as well as any case law of precedential value in
Virginia that might be of significance in reaching a determination in this matter.

After weighing these various pieces of i ation, we have I that this game appears to be
predominately a game of skill. While two of the factors in the definition oﬂllegal gambling

(1) placing a bet or wage, and 2) the opportunity to win a prize, we don’t think the element. chance is a
predominant factor in winning a prize in this game. It is apparent that there is a significant element of

skill involved in all three games as presented to us.

The” tic-tac-toe™ game (while it has a random number generator to determine the puzzle)
player’s ability to spot the pattern and determine the best place fo put the “wild” to ¢
chances of a higher score. The court in Pennsylvania indicated that each Mhbmﬁﬂ
a player’s skill, which includes the ability to ize the most ad spots to play, will result in
a higher score.

The shooter game involves manual dexterity and hand eye coordination and the “follow me” game

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL
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Keep it Simple, Commissioner Of The Revenue Cannot

Approve / Condone lllegal Activities

WE ARE LIMITED IN OUR SCOPE OF
APPROVAL REGARDING THIS ISSUE



Commonwealth Attorney’s Office
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7 . Shane Todd » | Grew Up In Portsmouth ...
/ 1 hr - Portsmouth - &

I'm wondering why illegal
gambling operations in
Portsmouth are being
ighored by the police and
commohn wealth attorneys
office. Anybody know?

O

THERE ARE MORE QUESTIONS THAN
ANSWERS AT THIS TIME,...



Franklin D. Edmondson, MCR

Commissioner of the Revenue

801 Crawford Street * Portsmouth, Virginia 23704-3870
Office: (757) 393-8480 » Cell: (757) 729-8480

email: edmondsonf@portsmouthva.gov
Fax: (757) 393-8604

Advanced Professional Involvements Include

Certified Master Commissioner of the Revenue: Since 2009
Commissioners of the Revenue Association of Virginia: President 2015-16
Virginia Association of Local Elected Constitutional Officers: President 2017
Hampton Roads Commissioners of the Revenue Association: Member Since 2006
International Association of Assessing Officers: Member Since 2015
Virginia Assoctation of Assessing Officers: Member Since 2006
Virginia Association of Local Tax Auditors: Member Since 2006




